U13 Hampshire Junior Cup Competition Rules for 2006/2007

U13 Hampshire Junior Cup and Plate Competition Rules for 2006 - 2007

1. Administration
The Competition shall be administered by the Hampshire RFU Youth Competitions Management Group (YCMG). The YCMG shall have full powers of adjudication in all matters relating to the Competition, and all communications relating to the Competition are to be addressed to the YCMG Chairman.
2. Rules
All games will be played in accordance with the Standard Set of Variations, and directives, to the Laws of the Game at Under 19 Level. Teams shall comprise a maximum of 15 players and 7 reserves.
The following will also apply:-
Under 13s will play 25 minutes each way and use a Size 4 ball
There will be NO extra time under any circumstances.
Any club unable to field a team of 15 players, or not having an experienced “front 5”, before kick-off at the entered age group on the nominated day will forfeit their entry and not be able to join the Plate Competition, their opponents in this having a bye into the next round.   
Clubs may use players up one age group as per Constitution; i.e. an U12 may play with the U13s with written parental permission. 
Coaches must ensure that under age players taking part in the “front 5” are capable of coping with the extra physical demands of these positions. 
3. Eligibility of Players
Players who are registered with the County from the previous season and those registered with the County for the first time, at Under, at least 3 WEEKS before the first 2 rounds and at least ONE MONTH before subsequent rounds.
Clubs should note that the previous season registration is only valid when the player is still with the same club.    Players can only play in a competitive match in the Competition for ONE club in any one season.
A team sheet will be provided for each round of the competition and this MUST be completed, checked and signed by BOTH coaches and returned to the Competition Organiser by the Wednesday following the match to include the result of the match. 
The Competition Organiser may check registrations to ensure that all players who have taken part were eligible under the rules. Failure to return the sheet and/or playing ineligible player(s) MAY result in the match being forfeited by the defaulting team.
Registration cards for all players are to be made available upon demand to the County Registration Secretary or appointed Deputy by team managers on the day of a competitive fixture. Teams found to be playing unregistered players will be prevented from participating further in the competition. The decision of the CRO or his deputy will be final.
4. Competition Format, Entry & Draws
The Competition will normally take the format of a maximum of 2 initial rounds, depending on the number of clubs entering at the particular age group, followed by a Semi-Final and a Final. In the event of there being more than 16 clubs entering teams at a particular age group then there will a further round.
There will be a Plate Competition in a similar format for all clubs losing in the 1st Round of the Competition proper.  Dependent upon the number of teams entered the YCMG may determine that losing teams from further rounds shall join the plate competition and/or that there shall be a further round to the plate.
Each club may enter 1 (ONE) team, and one team only

The closing date for entries, to be received by the YCMG Chairman, will be the first Monday in September each year, or a date specified by the Secretary in writing.
Each entry must be accompanied by the specified entry fee for each team, cheques made payable to Hampshire RFU.   The current entry fee is £25.00 per team.   In addition clubs shall send a separate cheque deposit of £50.00 per club.   The deposit shall be forfeited in the event of any of that club’s teams failing to comply with these regulations or withdrawing from the competition.   
A team may withdraw from the competition without penalty before 16 September 2006 if insufficient players have registered for that age group. The club’s representative shall be notified in writing or by email and for minor infringements a lesser amount may be forfeited. 
The draw for the first 2 rounds, and any further rounds if needed, will be made by October 8th and made available immediately to participating clubs
Teams will be drawn and added to a preset matrix in the order drawn. 
For matches prior to the semi Final of either the cup or plate competitions, the first team in the set of two will be considered to be the HOME team and, unless mutually agreed and approved by the YCMG, e.g. if a pitch is unavailable, the venue of the match will be at the ground of the home team.     If the venue of the match is changed with the agreement of the YCMG, the team originally drawn as the ‘Home’ team shall remain so for the purposes of all other parts of these rules, thereby the original “Away” team shall retain its advantage under Rule 5 
It will be the responsibility of the Home club to make all the necessary arrangements for the match (including confirming the referee and providing first aid/medical cover). For the Final all arrangements will be the responsibility of the Host club.
The dates for all the rounds (bar a further round if required) will be published, in advance, as part of the Structured Season document issued to all clubs.
The semi final shall be played on the ground of the first team drawn for each of the semi finals and the Final shall be played on the ground of the first drawn winning semi finalist.  It is hoped Society referees will be available for the final and will be arranged by the YCMG

Example
the order of the draw is Andover, Basingstoke, Eastleigh, Havant



Andover play Basingstoke at Andover



Eastleigh play Havant at Eastleigh
If Andover win their semi final, the final will take place at Andover, 
If Basingstoke win, the final will take place at Basingstoke 
At the discretion of the YCMG, the Junior knockout championship may be changed in whole or part to a league based competition dependent upon the number of teams entered.   The following structures would apply: 
2-5 teams
The teams to play each other once with two points for a win, one for a draw, none for a loss.   The team gaining most points to be declared County Champions, the runners up to be declared Plate winners.   In the event of a draw for either position a play off match will take place.

In the event of participating teams already having one or more fixtures arranged for that season, the first match played shall be deemed as that counting for the purposes of the County competition.   In the event of there being no such fixture one shall be arranged with home advantage determined by the toss of a coin by a member of the YCMG.

There will be deemed to be no ‘Runners Up’ for Cup or Plate
6 or 7 teams
Teams will be organised into two leagues of 3 or 4 and each team  in a league to play the others once with two points for a win, one for a draw, none for a loss.   The team gaining most points in a league will play the winners of the other league to determine County Champions.   The runners up in each league play each other for the Plate.   In the event of a draw for any position a play off match will take place.
8 or more
Standard Knockout Competition
Example leagues:  5 Teams entered
	Team

	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	

	Andover
	4
	0
	0
	8
	County Champions

	Basingstoke
	2
	1
	1
	5
	Play off v Eastleigh for Plate

	Eastleigh
	2
	1
	1
	5
	Play off v Basingstoke for Plate

	Fordingbridge
	1
	1
	2
	3
	

	Havant
	0
	1
	3
	1
	



Example leagues:  7 Teams entered
	Teams - League 1

	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	

	Andover
	3
	0
	0
	6
	

	Basingstoke
	1
	1
	1
	3
	Play off v Eastleigh

	Eastleigh
	1
	1
	1
	3
	Play off v Basingstoke

	Fordingbridge
	0
	0
	3
	0
	


	Teams - League 2

	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	

	Havant
	2
	0
	0
	4
	

	New Milton
	1
	0
	1
	2
	

	Petersfield
	0
	0
	2
	0
	


Andover play Havant for County title, Basingstoke play Eastleigh for place in plate final 
Winner of Basingstoke v. Eastleigh play new Milton in Plate Final
Home advantage to be decided by Coin Toss by member of YCMG
NOTE 
The Shield and the Plate trophies will be provided by the County as will mementos for the team members of the teams winning or being runner-up.   The County will also provide a momento for the referees of all the finals.
5. Drawn matches
In all matches, except the Final, if the result is a draw at the end of the relevant time period for the age group (as defined in 2 above) there will NO extra time.
The winner of the match will be decided as follows:-
a) the team that has scored the most tries, and if still equal
b) the team that has scored the most conversions from tries scored, and if still equal
c) the visiting team.
If there is a draw at the end of normal time in the Final, the trophy will be shared.
6. Referees/Touch Judges
Each club must provide a touch judge for each match they are involved in, including the Final, unless the Referees Society are able to provide them.   
Each club entering the U13s competition must provide a referee qualified to National 15-a-side standard or above, each referee will be allocated games as appropriate and the expectation is that he / she will officiate the game allocated.  Members of a club, including nominated referees, may not referee a match involving their club unless both sides agree prior to the match commencing and both coaches sign the player registration form to that effect prior to the match commencing. 
In the event a referee is provided by the Society for ANY game the home Club will be charged the junior rate approved by the Hampshire Referees Society.   

7. Replacements/Substitutions
Note should be made of Law 3 Replacements and Substitutes.
In the event of an experienced “front 5” becoming unavailable through injury during a match, an experienced “front 5” player shall replace them. If due to the injury of 3 front 5 players during the match a “front 5” becomes unavailable the match will go to uncontested scrums.
8. Clash of Colours
In the event of clubs having similar or clashing colours the home team shall be responsible for changing its colours subject to the satisfaction of the referee.   
Wherever possible the jerseys of all teams competing in the Competition should all be numbered or lettered to ensure correct identification of players and replacements during the match. This is not, however, a requirement.
9. Postponed or Abandoned matches
If weather conditions prevent a match being played or a match is abandoned, because of such conditions, it shall be played or replayed before the date of the next round on a date to be mutually agreed by the clubs concerned or, failing agreement, as directed by the YCMG.
The HOME club should ensure that within 3 days of the decision the Competition Organiser is informed of such abandonment or postponement of the scheduled match date and the proposed date it will be played.   Please note that in these circumstances the Cup game MUST take preference over any other pre-arranged friendly match.
10. Notification of results and other matters
The result shall be noted on the Team Sheets returned to the Competition Organiser  by the Wednesday after the match via email to debbiemorgan_1@hotmail.com
In the event of a match being postponed, abandoned or cancelled for whatever reason, the Competition Organiser shall be notified as soon as possible and in any case within 3 days of the occurrence.   Where opposition for the next round is known, the winning team shall also contact their opponents for the next round to confirm the fixture 
11. Grounds
The Home club is responsible for correctly and clearly marking its pitch and it must make proper provision to ensure, that (with the exception of touch judges, a coach and a physio) all spectators, replacements and other officials are kept behind a roped off area at least 2metres from the field of play.
12. Protests etc.
Any matters in dispute or any transgression of these Rules shall be referred in writing to the Competition Organiser and YCMG Chairman within 48 hours of the match being played, by telephone if necessary, subsequently confirmed by email.
The YCMG shall have an absolute discretion to resolve any such protests or disputes as it shall think fit and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, may decline to accept the protest validly made if it considers doing so to be in the interest of the Competition generally.
The decision of the YMCG, which will be notified in writing, shall be final and binding on all parties concerned.
13. Disciplinary/Sendings off
Any sending off MUST be notified to the Competition Organiser and YMCG Chairman in addition to following the normal procedures, within 48 hours of the incident. Ruling on participation in further rounds of the Competition will depend on the result of any hearing taking place.
14. Conditions of entry
The Competition is open to all clubs, which are members of the Hampshire Rugby Football Union running youth rugby teams, NOT affiliated members.
It is a condition of entry that all clubs abide by the above rules.
15. Trophies
Trophies for all age groups should be retained by the winners of the competition.   However, Clubs not returning trophies to Hampshire RFU four weeks prior to the competition final in good condition will be required to pay £100 for a replacement trophy. If they do not pay then they will be prohibited from entering the following year’s competition.
16. Communication
All initial communications regarding the U13s Knockout Competition, e.g. entry forms, dates of matches, tournament rules, etc. will be made via each club’s nominated representative to the Hampshire RFU Youth Forum.   It is the responsibility of individual clubs to ensure these are further distributed.   Communication will only be made with individual team managers and coaches in respect of issues pertaining to that squad and not regarding the competition in general.   The YCMG will make reasonable provision to ensure the information relating to results be made available via the Hampshire RFU Web site   
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