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HAMPSHIRE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION LIMITED
Minutes of the

CLUBS’ MEETING

held on Tuesday 15 September 2009
at Basingstoke RFC
Clubs Represented

Alresford RFC






Sue Bell

      Alton RFC







David Bugler

Basingstoke RFC





Steve Tristram
Basingstoke RFC





Adam Oliver
Eastleigh RFC






Wayne Hayward

Farnborough RFC





Pete Boaler

Gosport & Fareham RFC




Joe Cloke

Kingsclere RFC






Dilwyn Patterson



Winchester RFC





Brian Challis
In attendance

Chairman Clubs’ Meetings & RFU Representative

Neil Hagerty

Executive Director & Honorary Sec



John Pope
Chairman RFU Community Game Board



Rob Udwin
Management Chairman





Peter Topham

HRURS Chairman





Simon Thomas
RFU RDO







Jon Brookstein
Competitions Chairman





John Collins












The Chairman opened the meeting at 1915.  He welcomed the attendees to the meeting on what had turned out to be
a very wet and blustery evening.
Apologies for Absence
Fareham Heathens RFC, Guernsey RFC, Havant RFC, Jersey United Banks RFC, New Milton & District RFC, Petersfield RFC, Sandown & Shanklin RFC, Southsea Nomads RFC, St Jacques RFC, Tottonians RFC, Trojans FC, Dave Marsden (Community Rugby Chairman, Mike Glogg (HRFU President), Tim Allen (HRFU Rugby Director), Richard Hornblow (Governance Chairman), Rick Scott (Competitions Secretary), Jamie Sanders (RFU RDO) 
John Sneezum (Past President/Competitions).
 1
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

1.1  These were accepted as a true record of proceedings.


1.2  Neil Hagerty informed those present that since the last meeting England had been awarded the Rugby 

World Cup to be held in 2015.  Further details would be circulated when available.
2
Club Hampshire 

The Chairman gave a brief verbal update in the absence of the Chairman of Club Hampshire.


2.1  The first EPDG selection evening had taken place at Wide Lane on 9 September 09, with some 140 players in 
attendance.  The next evening would be at Wide Lane on 16 September 09.


2.2  The Chairman confirmed that RFU Travel Insurance Cover being provided by the RFU was only for teams 
traveling to the Channel Islands for RFU League fixtures and did not cover any other Adult, Youth, Mini–Midi 
Teams.
3
RFU Topics

Neil said there was very little to report as the first Council Meeting of the season was not until 2 October 2009.

3.1  South Stand Development – The Marriot Hotel was fully operational and the Health Club was open for 
business.
4
Competitions 

4.1
Enlarged Colts Leagues up and running.  Reporting of match results had been excellent to date.  Gary 
Hemmings had joined the Competitions Sub Committee and will manage the Colts Competition.

4.2
A copy of the RFU Revised Law 7-3 would be circulated to all clubs within 48 hours of the meeting.  Final 
clarity on this Law change is awaited from Twickenham.
5
Referees

Simon Thomas updated on the following:-


5.1
Referees would have difficulty in covering all of the Colts League games, each Sunday, with the preferred 
level of Referee.  Competitions had agreed to a top down approach and to push clubs to get more members onto 
refereeing courses.

5.2
The recent ELRA course at Trojans FC had been very successful.

5.3
Details of all Law Changes could be found on either the RFU or IRB web sites.  Everyone feeling their way 
with the ruck law.

5.4
Clubs were warned that if they did not confirm with appointed referees by the cut off time, the referees would 
be re-appointed to another game. 

5.5
Referees had reported an improved relationship with Clubs since the start of the season.

5.6
Basingstoke asked how best to market Referee courses etc.  Simon said he would ensure they are sent the 
most 
relevant marketing material.
6
Leadership Academy

Brian Challis updated the meeting as follows:-

6.1
The course being run jointly with Dorset & Wilts RFU had 15 delegates to date.

6.2
The course provided a major boost in the skills required to run a club.  At present there were still 6 or 7 
available 
spaces and clubs were asked to take another look at possible delegates.

6.3
HRFU Hon Sec to send out one last reminder to clubs with a cut off date of 21 September 2009.

7
Management and Administration


7.1  
County Volunteer Coordinator – John Pope made clubs aware of the vacancy for a CVC and asked 
that if anyone was interested in taking on the role then a Job Description could be found on the County Web site 
and Dave Marsden would be very happy to discuss further details with any potential applicant.

7.2 
John reminded clubs that RFU Insurance did not cover Buildings and Contents. 

7.3  
John reminded clubs that the RFU had increased the penalties for clubs not complying with the RFU 
regulations concerning the playing up of players through Age Groups.  Clubs were advised to consult the RFU 
Handbook, page 425 onwards.

7.4
John reminded clubs that Nomads were now officially Southsea Nomads RFC.   

7.5 
John advised clubs that their HRFU Annual Subscription and Charges invoice would be dispatched in the 
next few days.  Clubs were advised to ensure payment is made by 1 November 09 at the latest as those in default 
may find they are not being allocated referees.  
8
Community Game Board, an RFU Presentation 

Neil Hagerty welcomed Rob Udwin, Chairman of the Community Game Board.  The meeting received a 
presentation from Rob on the changing structure of Community Rugby at Twickenham and its major initiatives for 
the next two years. The changing role of RDO’s to Club Support Officers was also discussed.  


The Chairman expressed his concerns at the amount of funding being provided for Social Rugby events when 
this money could be better used in supporting the grass roots clubs.  Whilst acknowledging the point, Rob said
that to ensure participation targets were met and to ensure continued funding streams, these events were 
necessary as they also provided good opportunities for media coverage and the opportunity to tap into a new 
source of people into the game.

Neil thanked Rob for taking the time and trouble to travel to Basingstoke and contribute to the meeting.
9
Any Other Business       

9.1
Neil expressed the deepest sympathy of the meeting on the recent sad passing of John Boyle

Rob Townsend and Tracy Collins, all would be sadly missed.
         Neil concluded the meeting by thanking Basingstoke RFC for hosting the meeting and all attendees for their input.
        The meeting closed at 2100
         The next meeting will be held on Monday 16 November 09 at Tottonians RFC.  The HRFU Annual Financial 
General Meeting will be held at 1915 prior to the Clubs’ Meeting.


