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HAMPSHIRE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION LIMITED
Minutes of the

CLUBS’ MEETING

held on Tuesday 07 April 2009
at Winchester RFC
Clubs Represented

Alresford RFC






Sue Bell

      Alton RFC







Andy Gay

Andover RFC






Shaun Rule

Basingstoke RFC





David Crabbe

Eastleigh RFC






Wayne Hayward

Gosport & Fareham RFC




Joe Cloke

Kingsclere RFC






Dilwyn Patterson



Petersfield RFC






Steve Downes

Winchester RFC





Brian Challis
In attendance

Chairman Clubs’ Meetings & RFU Representative

Neil Hagerty

Executive Director & Honorary Sec



John Pope
President 







Mike Glogg

CB Volunteer Manager RFU




Carole Thelwall-Jones

Director of Communications and Public Affairs RFU

Peter Thomas

HRURS Chairman





Simon Thomas
County Welfare Manager 




Martin Balls

RFU RDO







Jon Brookstein

Past President/Finance Chairman



Jed Stone
Past President/Competitions 




John Sneezum
Admin Officer






Deborah Sage
The Chairman opened the meeting at 1915.  He thanked Winchester RFC for stepping in, at short notice, to host the meeting in place of Basingstoke RFC.
Apologies for Absence

Ellingham and Ringwood RFC, Fareham Heathens RFC, Guernsey RFC, Havant RFC, Portsmouth RFC, Sandown and Shanklin RFC, Trojans FC, Dave Marsden (Community Rugby Chairman), Gavin Williams (RFU Coaching Development Officer), John Collins (Competitions Chairman), Rick Scott (Competitions Secretary) Ian Kerr (HSRFU Chairman) and
Jamie Sanders (RFU RDO).
 1
RFU Management Board Appointment

The Chairman welcomed and introduced Peter Thomas (a Hampshire resident) who has recently been appointed by 
the RFU as The Director of Communications and Public Affairs.  

Peter spoke briefly about his new role and stated his objective - to improve communications between the RFU 
and the Community.  Input and suggestions please to: - peterthomas@rfu.com
.  

2
People and Places, an RFU Presentation


Neil Hagerty welcomed Carole Thelwall-Jones from the RFU.  The meeting received a presentation from Carole on 
People and Places, an RFU initiative that will run over the next two years and aims to achieve “More People Enjoying 
Rugby at Better Places”.  


The meeting expressed dissatisfaction regarding the lack of replacement of Hampshire’s Regional Volunteer 
Executive Laura Fear, the abandonment of the well received and hugely beneficial Leadership Academy and the future 
of Vrugby. The Chairman expressed his concerns that whilst worthwhile projects such as People and Places are being 
introduced they are rendered somewhat hollow, particularly if funding appears to be directed away from the

established grass roots game and into minority appeal projects and Beach rugby.

Neil thanked Carole for taking the time and trouble to contribute to the meeting.

3
Minutes of the Last Meeting


These were accepted as a true record of proceedings. 

4
HRURS


4.1
Simon Thomas expressed his concerns about Club facilities, in particular he said that separate 


changing facilities and showers are vital for all referees (male, female and youth) to comply with RFU 


policies.  In addition, Club pitches are in cases not being re-marked regularly and as this is required by 

Law, referees are within their rights to decline to referee matches.

4.2
Simon said that despite the SW having the highest number of trained referees, (expressing his thanks 

to Dave Hayward)  many more referees are needed throughout Hampshire to replace the 70% who for 

varied reasons never referee again after completing their training.  Simon asked those present to try to 

identify potential recruits and point them in the right direction.  For more information please visit the 


Hampshire website www.hampshirerugby.com and go to “Become a Referee”, alternatively contact:  

Simon Thomas on 07887 873999, or email:  hrurs@yahoo.co.uk 

4.3
Simon announced that the next Entry Level Referee Award (Mini/Midi, U13-19 & Senior Rugby) is 


to be held at Trojans FC Sat 12th & Sun 13th Sept 2009. Visit www.rfu.com/community for 



application forms.

4.4
Simon reported that there appears to be many misconceptions (particularly in the Junior Sections) 


concerning remuneration for referees and officers of the society.  He emphasized that these are not 


paid positions, they are undertaken voluntarily, and that only travel expenses are reimbursed where 


claimed. 
5
Vetting and Barring 

5.1
Martin Balls introduced himself to those present and reported a good season with no Child Welfare 


issues outstanding.

5.2
Martin informed the meeting that in light of recent communications to the RFU from the governments 
Independent Safeguarding Authority there is to be a deferment of the Vetting and Barring Scheme for a further 12 
months.  The RFU have taken the decision to go ahead with the training for Welfare Managers but at this stage the 
planned training for CWO’s has been postponed.

5.3
Mike Glogg raised the question of the transparency of the scheme.  However until it is fully 


implemented the only information available is that contained in the draft report at Annex A.

Neil thanked Martin for his contribution.  He then went on to invite John Sneezum to address the meeting, 
         on behalf of John Collins, on all matters competitions.  Neil wished John Collins well after his recent  

         operation.                                                                  
6
Competitions 

6.1
Divisional Leagues - John made a correction to the Competitions Report at 2e.  The L1 and 


L2S will both become 14 Club Leagues and not 16 as printed.

6.2
Hampshire Leagues – John stated that Hampshire 1 had been a very competitive league and 


that Fordingbridge were to be congratulated on their success on winning the League.


6.3
RFU Knockout Competitions – It was reported that the National Trophy Competition has been scrapped but that the Intermediate Cup, Senior Vase and Junior Vase competitions are to remain with the Finals to be played at Twickenham.  Prize money will be awarded at the National Quarter Final stage although travel costs will still be met at all levels of these competitions, by the RFU, as in the past.

6.4
John thanked Albert Winterbottom for his contribution to the administration of the Colts Leagues and was 

pleased to be able to report that the Competitions sub-committee is now at full compliment.  Both Bruce Collins and 
Ben Sterncliffe have joined the team and are already making noticeable contributions.


6.5
National Colts Cup – Simon Thomas drew the meetings attention to the recent success of Petersfield RFC Colts 
who played Old Albanians RFC (now finalists) in the quarter finals, respectfully losing 13 – 19.  The competition is 
valued as one which gives the Colts an opportunity to play against clubs outside of the regular county fixtures thus 
giving them greater exposure within other counties.  For more information about the National Colts Cup please visit the 
East Midlands RFU website and go to their link for National Colts.  

6.6
Mike Glogg questioned John as to whether the Competitions Committee had considered introducing bonus 

points for the Hampshire Leagues.  A discussion followed and Jed Stone advised that such a scheme would have to be 
proposed to and approved by the RFU.  In view of the current restructuring of Leagues at the RFU now is possibly not 
an appropriate time to address this. 


6.7
Hampshire Cup – David Crabbe (Basingstoke RFC) raised the relevance of the County Cup Competition as this 
is no longer a stepping stone to the National Trophy Competition and its attached prize money.  The Competitions sub 
committee will continue to review the relevance of the competition with the Hampshire Clubs. 

7
Management and Administration


7.1  Geoff Frith Memorial Match - John Pope thanked the clubs who have put forward 2 Vets nominees for a 
representative Hampshire XV to play against Alton RFC Vets at this charity game on 10th May 2009.  He asked that any 
further nominations be sent to the office as soon as possible.  Geoff contributed a great deal to Hampshire Rugby and
     
it is hoped that the day and cause, in aid of Parkinson’s disease, will be well supported.

7.2  John reminded clubs of the following up and coming events happening in the County.


- Coach Education Seminar at Basingstoke RFC on Monday 20 April 2009 1900.

- RFU Groundsman in Hampshire at Trojans FC on Thursday 7th May, 1900 – 2130.


- Prop Idol Final at HMS Temeraire on Tuesday 14th April at 1800.

- ELRA at Petersfield RFC on Weds 13th & Thurs 14th May 1900 - 2130


7.3  Tours – Many Clubs have submitted their Tour forms within the time scales required which John 


thanked them for.  He urged any clubs that have not yet submitted their forms to do so as soon as 


possible.

7.4   John informed the meeting that the reciprocal arrangements between health authorities on the British 

mainland and those on the Channel Islands have come to an end. The implications in the change in 


circumstances are currently being examined by the RFU.

7.5   Due to the popularity of the 125 Anniversary Ties a limited stock is still available to purchase. Please 

contact the county office.

7.6   John mentioned to those present that pro forma forms with the information held about Clubs for next 

season’s handbook will shortly be sent to the clubs. He asked that everyone check the details 



held on both forms, delete/change any information and return the forms to the County Office by the 


target date, 14th July 2009.

7.7   John concluded by advising the meeting that Neil Hagerty had been duly re-elected (there being no 


other nominations by the due date) to represent Hampshire on the RFU Council next season.
8 Current RFU Topics

Neil reported to the meeting on the following:

      8.1    Economic Situation –this has continued to worsen, in particular hospitality sales are down 


      
     approximately 30% against budget.
8.2    Elite Rugby –The RFU and PLR are divided on a number of issues on how they view the future, notably                    


over the replacement of the Anglo Welsh Cup, discussions are continuing.  PRL wish to increase the number of Guinness Premiership matches rather than participate in the replacement competition as set out in their agreement.  

8.3
An invitations for a fixture from the Australian Rugby Union (November 2009) has not received approval from the PLF and an invitation from the Irish RFU to England, to provide the opposition for the opening of Lansdowne Road (November 2010), has been withdrawn. 
      8.4     Rugby World Cup 2015 – The financial guarantee required by the International Rugby Board to host the World 
      cup is £80 million. The Government is continuing to make positive statements of support                                                                     
      and Consideration has been given to include our home nations in the bid.
8.5    South Stand Development – The Marriot hotel opened to paying guests on 01 April 2009.

      8.6     Ticket Pricing – A Grade matches in 2009/2010 against New Zealand (in the Autumn), Wales 

and Ireland (in the Six Nations) will remain unchanged.  B Grade matches in 2009/2010 against   Argentina and Fiji will have three price bands of £65, £45 and £25.  All concessions at £10 and for a limited period of 4 weeks (April 09) Clubs will be offered a discount of £20 off a £65 ticket.  All categories of tickets are to be offered with a £10 voucher, redeemable at the Rugby Store or online. The voucher will expire on 01 December 2009.  Grade B tickets will not be refundable.
      8.7    Anti Doping Regulations – Council were given a presentation on the new anti doping regulations and its  

likely effect on elite players in England. 

      8.8    Financial Helpline – It was confirmed that this helpline has now been launched.  Neil reminded Clubs                                                                                      


         the link to the helpline was recently sent out to Club Treasurers.
          8.9   Jed Stone expressed his concerns regarding the short notice given to Clubs by the RFU for the purchase of the            
discounted B Grade tickets; others were in agreement, commenting that it was unlikely that they would be
 
able to pass this benefit on to their members in the time allocated.
             9

Club Hampshire 

          9.1    Tim Allen’s report was circulated, this was not discussed.
         10      RFU RDO 

         10.1   Jon Brookstein said he was happy that the content of his report had been covered during the meeting, 
                   he therefore declined to expand on it.
  11      Any other Business

  11.1  Carole thanked the Clubs for their nominations for the President XV award which she reported had been      

            very well supported.  Suitable dates for presentations are yet to be agreed.

        Neil concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for their input and efforts and said that this is the last Clubs       
        Meeting of the season.
        The meeting ended at 2135
        The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th September 09 at Basingstoke RFC.


